A Comparative U.S. –India Constitutional Law Debate

Video Briefing

The U.S. Consulate General and Loyola College in Chennai jointly present “A Comparative U.S. - India Constitutional Law Debate,” an initiative that will deliberate on contemporary issues in the context of U.S. and Indian Constitutional laws.  As the world’s oldest and largest democracies, respectively, the governments and societies of the United States and India are framed by constitutions that underscore democratic values and fundamental rights.  The below three videos provide the viewer insights into some of the salient features of the U.S. Constitution.


Video 1:  Topic: History, Structure, Powers of the Supreme Court, and Landmark Judgements

Mr. Robert G. Burgess, U.S. Consul General, U.S. Consulate General, Chennai in conversation with Ms. Geeta Ramaseshan, Attorney, High Court of Madras.
 
1. History and “Color of the time”

2.    Structure
· Divisions of the 3 branches of government: Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary, and origin
· Checks and balances
· Demands of the Federalists and the States

1. Powers of the U.S. Supreme Court (based on the legal premises)
· Jurisdiction and 150 cases per year
· Types of cases

4.    Role of the Court in landmark judgements that led to the evolution and changes in the Constitution, e.g.
· Marbury vs Madison, 1803
· Brown vs Board of Education, 1954
· Miranda vs Arizona, 1966


Video 2: Topic: The First Amendment

Ms. Lauren Lovelace, Consul for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs, U.S. Consulate General, Chennai in conversation with Mr. Suhrit Parthasarathy, Attorney, High Court of Madras.

1. The history of the first amendment of the American Constitution. 

2. What are the values that the first amendment seeks to protect?

3. Why does the first amendment not lay out any exceptions? Does this mean the  
     First amendment guarantees an absolute right to free expression?

4. Should hate speech be an exception to free speech?

5. How do the American and Indian Constitutions compare in their protection of 
    Free speech?


Video 3: Topic: Judicial Review and Due Process. 

Dr. Abhinav Chandrachud, Attorney, High Court of Mumbai in conversation with Professor Mark Tushnet, Professor of Law, Harvard Law School. 

Log in and view them:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_o-rViuTiXJ5j__-WC-j5xVeTQV1Rk4w
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