1. What made you choose the moot in the first place? 
The first thing that caught our attention about the moot was the subject matter of the moot problem. It was on Competition Law, a subject we were certainly not acquainted with and so we found the problem quite challenging as we could barely even begin to comprehend what it was about. I remember being both thrilled as well as reluctant about taking up a completely new area of law to research but none of us are the kind to back off from a good challenge so this excitement to explore something new as well as the tempting cash reward did enough to persuade us to choose the moot. 
2. How was the process of preparation? How did you go about the entire stage? 
The process of preparation was quite unnerving considering that we knew absolutely nothing about the subject. Every day was a challenge as we had a large ground to cover in very little time. We tried to make sure that every step of our preparation was systematic and hoped that there would always be a method to our madness. So we always kept each other in the loop and told each other of even the most basic concepts that we read about. We further divided the issues amongst ourselves and researched on it from scratch and then upon completing our research we ensured that each of us were aware of the other’s arguments and even practiced our rounds by swapping issue amongst the speakers so as to make sure there was complete clarity regarding the entire case. This helped ensure that none of us were caught off guard by any question that the judges had for us irrespective of which issue it was about.  
3. How was it like working with the team? What do you think are your team’s fortes? What were the roadblocks?
The experience of working in a team is always glorified as being something marvellously convenient as opposed to working alone. However the reality is far from it as it’s not always easy to cater to each other’s whims and fancies in the team as one would expect. Which is why it was a delight working with this team as we all understood that at the end of the day, being a team is tough but no matter what, the team deserves priority above all else, even winning. Despite how our preparation and rounds went, we were always honest about each person’s strengths and weaknesses and each of us tried not to let the other down and that was our driving force. We only worked based on each other’s constructive and no one else’s. Our team’s forte is that of trusting each other with whatever approach each one wanted to adopt in their style of preparation. Both the speakers are completely opposite in their styles of speaking and instead of changing that and forcing uniformity, we embraced the differences and perfected it to our advantage. Our researcher was in tandem with us every step of our way, deftly handling our idiosyncrasies without any complaints.
There were several roadblocks along the way, starting from the specialised nature of the problem to several other technical difficulties that we faced which had made it almost impossible for us to even make it to the moot. However, the resolve of all the team members to ensure that we all got a fair chance to participate is what helped us past these hurdles and for that we shall forevermore be supportive of each other regardless of what happens even after law school. 
4. How many teams were you up against in the competition? Which team would you consider to be your toughest competition?
From the perspective of a team which made it to the finals, we totally went up against 5 teams, but if one takes all the competitors into account, we competed against a pool of over 25 teams in the moot rounds and much more prior to the memo selection. In retrospect though, the most challenging aspect of the competition was the grit with which each team came and performed. The toughest matchup we had was our quarter final round against NLU Orissa. The matchup lasted 3 whole hours with each team putting its best foot forward. It was the one matchup which gave us the most apprehension with regards to qualifying. 
4. How was the final round up against Amity Law School, Delhi?
Our final round against Amity Law School, Delhi was quite a tense one. Ever since our second prelim round in which we were up against the same team, we knew they were a really good team with some very good research. The fact that we always ended up arguing for the appellants prior to the finals and unfortunately had to argue on behalf of the respondents for the finals made this even more daunting as we had to prepare afresh all our arguments and get our compendiums in order for a side we had barely had time to glance through over the course of the moot. Due to the paucity of time, we didn’t even have the opportunity for sur- rebuttals subsequent to their rebuttals, which worried us even more. Add starving mooters with finals jitteriness and you have the perfect combination of paranoid law students. Yet, despite all the apprehension, we could not help but appreciate the skill of our opposing team. They did not make the win easy by any measure and we would have it no other way. 
6. What message would you like to pass on to the mooters and the non-mooters?
GAYATHRI: The message I’d like to pass on to all mooters is to never be afraid of a challenging problem and to hope that they always go up against a good team. This shall always drive you to work harder than you thought yourself capable of working and this is important as it helps you understand what your true strengths and weaknesses are. Please be open to exploring moots with varied subject matters and I hope you will come to love your experience in researching on something entirely new and different just as I have.
To the non-mooters, I’d like to ask you to try mooting even if you think you won’t enjoy it, because if not anything else, you will at least become an authority on the subject you’re researching on, which will certainly do a lot of good if you ever decide to write a research paper on it. And who knows, you may fall irrevocably in love with it and with litigation as I secretly hope you will. If not moots, please do go for trial advocacy competitions as they are indeed a lot more fun!
MIRA: To the mooters I would definitely ask them to never give up. I’ve been in competition where my rounds went brilliantly well and yet we’ve been knocked out in quarters.  I’ve had friends who have worked very hard for a moot but lost out because of the judge’s mood or because of the rules of the competition weren’t clear enough. Most of it depends upon being at the right place at the right time and of course having quick wit and an open mind to accept the change.  
To the non-mooters, well, you’re not missing out on much if you know for sure that mooting is not something you want to do. It’s absolutely alright if you think publishing a paper is more important that working on a moot for 3 months. Just, make sure all your other activities are given equal importance. Although I’m not keen on a career in litigation, I still took up mooting for the experience of it all, so while it’s important to get a taste of it, it must not be at the cost of other things that you are passionate about. So follow your gut and don’t just moot because everyone else in law school expects you to.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SIDHARTH: Put your head down and read as much as you can. Don’t get in your speaker’s way unless they really go off-track. Always remain cordial, even in the face of eminent defeat and ensure that your core objective remains learning and not winning. Although, winning doesn’t hurt one bit 
7. Final comments on the level of competition and the organisation of the competition.
Since this is a specialized moot on competition law, this moot had a very high standard of competition. Moreover, because of the attractive cash prize, most colleges send their best teams and we did face some really good teams in all our rounds. Each and every team knew their basics and had a good understanding of the subject. The judges were incredibly good and we did learn a lot from each round and feedback session. 
The Organization of competition was quite good. You know you’re in East India when everyone is incredibly nice and warm to you. We were allowed to access the library till 2AM in the night and the organizers (from Team Representatives till the bus drivers) showed no hesitation in bringing us back to the hostels or listening to our concerns. Everything else was well organized and we would definitely thank the Organizing Committee for such a pleasant experience. 
8. Any other thing you would like to mention about the moot?
Yes, we thank the moot organizers for arranging an amazing set of judges for each and every round. Also, we think it’s more of an East India thing but the chai- cups were really small, it got over in a sip.
