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Department of Law, University of North Bengal
The Department of Law is prominently situated on National Highway 31 between Bagdogra and Siliguri in the district of Darjeeling. The distance from Bagdogra is 6 Kilometers and from Siliguri is 7 kilometers. The Department has its own campus in the South Block of the University of North Bengal. The sprawling campus of the University enjoys the pristine beauty of the eastern Himalayas and is the intellectual hub of North Bengal. Siliguri is an important sub-division of the district and commercial capital of North Bengal. Located at the foothills of eastern Himalayas, Siliguri is the gateway to North Eastern India and landlocked countries like Bhutan and Nepal. It shares a huge and porous international border with Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. It is well connected with all metropolis and major cities by air and rail. 
The Department of Law was formerly known as the University College of Law and was established as such in the year 1974. It was upgraded as the Department of Law in the year 2000. Presently the Department offers a B.A., LL.B., (Hons.) 5 year integrated course, LL.M., course and Ph. D. The intake at the LL.B., level is 80, and LL.M., course which was started in 1993 has 25 seats. The criteria of admission both at LL.B., and LL.M., are on merit. The Department has a rich Ph. D. programme. It was started in 1999 and since then more than 30 Ph. D. degrees have been awarded. Presently there are about 25 scholars engaged in Doctoral research under various faculty members under the UGC Regulation, 2009 and UGC Regulation 2016. Teachers and Scholars of this Department are actively engaged in different types of research activities including sponsored major & minor research programme. They are also engaged in publication of internationally and nationally acclaimed books, research papers, articles & editing of journals etc. Teachers, Scholars & students have achieved substantial number of prestigious international and national scholarship, fellowship and visiting Professorship. The Department attracts scholars and students from all over India especially from Sikkim, Assam, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa. It also attracts students from Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh.
National Moot Court Competition, 2018
Mooting is a very necessary professional supplement to a law degree, and it is a compulsory part of the law course. Mooting is useful for developing a variety of legal skills including those of analyst and arguments. It also helps one to acquire personal skills of articulation, interpretation and public speaking. Therefore, the Department of Law, University of North Bengal, as a part of its endeavour to provide the students with the experience of mooting, takes immense pleasure to announce its 1st edition of National Moot Court Competition on 24th and 25th March, 2018.
The registration form, rules and the moot problem have been attached herewith. We look forward to receiving a positive response from your Institution. Kindly confirm your participation via provisional registration by sending an e-mail to nbu.moot@gmail.com .

ROUNDS OF THE COMPETITION
The competition will have the following rounds-
a. Preliminary Rounds ,
b. Quarter Final Rounds ,
c. Semi Final Rounds ,
d. Final Rounds.
LANGUAGE
                        The language of the competition will be English.
ELIGIBLITY 
a. Students pursuing 3 years/ 5 years undergraduate LL.B. degree course are eligible to participate in this competition. 
b. Only one team can participate from each institution.

TEAM COMPOSITION
Each team of the competition shall consist of the following members-
a. Each team shall consist of three members. Two designated as speaker and one as researcher.
b. The researcher may be permitted to argue as speaker only in case of illness or any unforeseen event, but a written permission of the Moot Court Convener in such case shall be mandatory.
DRESS CODE
The participants shall adhere to following dress code when present in any court room during the Competition.
a. Girls: Black salwar and white kurta or white shirt and black trousers along with black coat and black shoes. 
b. Boys: White shirt, black trousers and black tie along with black coat and black shoes.
Note: The participating teams shall also adhere to the above mentioned dress code while attending the inaugural and valedictory ceremonies of the Competition.
PARTICIPATION & REGISTRATION

a. Teams should register provisionally via mail at nbu.moot@gmail.com  by 20th February, 2018.
b. Team should register provisionally by sending e-mail to nbu.moot@gmail.com with the subject “Registration for National Moot Court Competition, 2018”.
c. On receiving the mail the participants will be notified the Team code upon confirmation of the participation.
d. A soft copy of duly filled in Registration form shall be mailed at nbu.moot@gmail.com .
e. On reporting at the Department during the competition each team has to pay 1500/- INR (in cash) as registration fee along with the hard copy of the Registration Form (the scanned copy of the Registration form has to be sent on or before 20th February, 2018 via mail to nbu.moot@gmail.com as a provisional registration). 
f. No change in the names of the participants shall be permitted unless the same has been communicated to the organizers a week prior to the event in exceptional circumstances only after due proof has been attached.
g. No certificates shall be provided at the time of the Registration. The same shall be provided only after the Valedictory Ceremony on 25th March, 2018. No certificates shall be couriered/ posted.
MEMORIAL
The following requirements for memorial must be strictly followed by the participants-
a. All memorials submitted for all purposes of the Competition shall strictly adhere to the rules of the Competition. Each Team participating in the Competition must prepare one Memorial on behalf of Petitioner(s)/ Appellant(s) and one on behalf of the Respondent(s). Further each team has to submit 6 hard copies of the Memorials from each side. Non-compliance will entail a penalty of 1 point per copy not submitted. 

b. Appellant memorials are required to have a Blue cover and Respondent memorials are required to have a Red cover. The memorials shall not contain any form of identification apart from the team code. If any such identification or mark, symbol, etc. which has the effect of identifying the team is found on the memorial, then it shall result in instant disqualification. A penalty of 1 mark shall be levied in case the memorial is submitted in any other format or as a multiple file by the team. The hard copy of memorial must be exact replica of the soft copy submitted with the Organizers. Any difference in the same will result in disqualification from the Competition.

c. Each Team must send a soft copy of their memorials, in PDF format only, for evaluation by 15th March, 2018 before 11:59 P.M. to nbu.moot@gmail.com with the subject “Memorials for National Moot Court Competition, Department of Law, University of North Bengal”. The hard copies of the memorials (6 copies for each side) have to be sent to the following address on or before 20th March, 2018. No extensions will be granted with respect to this deadline.
Address- 
To,
The Head,
Department of Law,
University of North Bengal,
Raja Rammohanpur,
District- Darjeeling,
Pin Code- 734013,
West Bengal.
GUIDELINES FOR FORMATTING
1. STRUCTURE OF MEMORIAL
a. Cover Page, 
b. Table of Contents, 
c. Index of Authorities, 
d. Statement of Jurisdiction, 
e. Statement of Facts (Argumentative statement of facts would attract penalties), 
f. Issues raised,
g. Questions of Law Summary of Arguments,
h. Arguments Advanced, 
i. Prayer and Appendix (Optional),
j. Exhibits (Optional).
2. TEAM CODE: The team code must be ascribed on the top right corner of the cover page.
3. CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS: The following content specifications must be strictly adhered to-
a. Font and Size (General) - Times New Roman, 12 pts 
b. Line Spacing (General) - 1.5 lines
c. Font and Size (Footnotes) - Times New Roman, 10 pts
d. Line Spacing (Footnotes) - Single line 
e. Page Margins - 1 inch on all sides 
f. The Hard Copies of the Memorial shall be printed on only one side. 
g. The citation should be in compliance with the 20th edition of Bluebook. Speaking footnotes or Endnotes are not allowed.
SCORING CRITERIA
Memorial                                                                          - 20 Marks.
Application of Facts                                                         - 15 Marks.
Understanding of Law and Procedure                              - 20 Marks.
Use of Authorities and Precedents                                   - 05 Marks.
Response to questions & Articulation                              - 25 Marks.
Advocacy Skills, Court Craft and Demeanor                   - 15 Marks.

TIME FOR ORAL ROUNDS
A. PRELIMINARY ROUNDS AND QUARTER FINAL ROUNDS

a. Each team will get a total of 30 minutes to present their case.
b. Each speaker should speak for a minimum of 10 minutes.

B. SEMI FINAL ROUNDS AND FINAL ROUND

a. Each team will get a total of 45 minutes to present their case.
b. One speaker shall not use more than 25 minutes of the total time.
c. This will be a knockout round.

C. MAXIMUM TIME ALLOTTED

The maximum time provided would include the time that each team may want to reserve for their rebuttal. At the commencement of each session the team shall notify the Court Officer as to the division of time between the 2 speakers (including rebuttal)
SCOUTING
Teams shall not be allowed to observe the orals of another team, unless they have been officially knocked-out of the competition. Scouting is strictly prohibited. Scouting by any team shall entail instant disqualification.
ACCOMMODATION AND TRAVEL
a. Accommodation and food shall be provided to all teams by the organisers from 24th March, 2018 to 25th March, 2018.
b. Teams willing to stay beyond or before the dates of the moot, as specified, will have to pay Rs. 500/- per member per day. 
c.  The interested students are required, to inform the Organising Committee about the arrival of the team so as to enable them to make necessary arrangements. Under no circumstances the Organiser shall provide accommodation to any other person accompanying the team. 
d. The team after reaching Siliguri must report at the Department of Law, University of North Bengal. After reporting as a team the Department will make necessary arrangements for accommodation of the team.
ORGANISING COMMITTE
An organizing committee for smooth holding of National Moot Court Competition is constituted of the following persons-
1. Prof. (Dr.) Rathin Bandyopadhyay (Head of the Department and Chairperson of the National Moot Court Competition).
2. Prof. (Dr.) Gangotri Chakraborty (Director of the National Moot Court Competition).
3. Dr. Sujit Kumar Biswas (Joint Director of the National Moot Court Competition).
4. Dr. Narender Nagarwal (Member Secretary)
5. Ms. Indrani Kundu (Nodal contact person).
6. Ms. Sangeeta Mandal (Member)
7. Ms. Sanyukta Moitra (Member)
8. Ms. Soma Dey Sarkar (Member)
9. Ms. Priya Roy (Member)
10. Dr. Chandrani Das (Member)
11. Mr. Sanjay Dutta (Member)
12. Ms. Tania Basu Majumdar (Member)
13. Ms. Debarati Chanda (Member)
14. Mr. Biresh Prasad (Member)
CLARIFICATIONS
Any clarifications regarding competition and the moot problem may be sought from the following person-

Ms. Indrani Kundu,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Law, University of North Bengal,
Ph No. + 91 9474085410
E-mail id- nbu.moot@gmail.com 


MOOT PROBLEM
Trumper’s Co-operative bank is a well known Bank in Chelsea Terrace. The Trumper’s believe in ethical transaction while dealing with its customers, therefore, they have several guidelines to screen its employees and their activities. Ms. Rebecca Salomon is employed by the Trumper’s Co-operative Bank on 25th   May, 2017 and it’s been only 5 months that she is working there. The first customer that has been given to Ms. Salomon is Mr. Daniel who is one of the oldest customer of Trumper’s Co-operative Bank. Before Mrs. Salomon Daniel’s Bank A/C has been handled by Mrs. Trentham, another employee of Trumper’s for last 3 years. 
Mr. Daniel has 2 Bank Accounts and 1 locker lying with the Trumper’s. Daniel’s best friend Mr. Percy is the Manager of the Bank. Mr. Daniel being a well known businessman in Chelsea has good terms with Charlie Trumper, the owner of the Bank. Therefore, regarding bank transaction Mr. Daniel never has any complaint and all his transactions have been handled by the assigned bank employee. In a way, Mr. Daniel blindly trusts Trumper’s for any financial transactions be it personal or related to his business. 
It’s been two months i.e. from the middle of August, 2017 Mr. Daniel noticed some transactions from his bank a/c which had not been instructed by him. However, he did not pay much attention since the amount of transfer was meagre in all occasions. In order to know more about the transactions Mr. Daniel updated his bank passbook on 1st October, 2017 and found that in all those occasions the transaction had been made for online shopping. On 2nd October, 2017  Mr. Daniel disclosed this fact to his friend Mr. Percy, who is the Manager of the bank. Mr. Percy then informed about it to Mr. Charlie. Mr. Daniel in a meeting with Mr. Percy & Mr. Charlie informed them that he was suspecting Ms. Salomon as she was then handling his a/c. Since the ideology of Trumper’s was ethical transaction they are determined to do anything to stop its employees from being engaged to any corruption. Therefore, Mr. Percy and Mr. Charlie, both decided to keep an eye on Ms. Salomon. In that process her cell phone number was tapped and her email address had also been hacked. However, nothing was found. 
Meanwhile in the month of November Mrs. Salomon noticed some strange activities in her cell phone, for example, taking much time to get switched off, running out of charge in a short period of time etc. On taking her phone to a shop nearby it was confirmed that her cell phone had been tapped. Being scared Ms. Salomon had filed a complaint in Chelsea police station. After due investigation Police had found out that Mr. Percy and Mr. Charlie had taken this step in order to keep an eye on her. During this investigation another shocking revelation was that it was not Ms. Salomon who was making those transactions online, rather it was Mrs. Trentham.
After this incident Mr. Daniel had been compensated on behalf of the Bank and other customers of the bank had been assured that bank strictly adhered to the ideology of conducting business ethically. It was also ensured that no unethical activities would be entertained by the bank.
Mr. Hamilton Smith is another employee of Trumper’s Co-operative Bank and working with the Bank since August, 2017. Mr. Hamilton has strikingly same features as Ms. Salomon which compels one to take both of them as siblings. However, on being asked both Mr. Smith and Ms. Salomon used to deny to be siblings. The Trumper’s has another policy that it does not employ two persons from same family or those who are related to each other by blood. However, the hacking of mail Id discloses the fact that Mr. Smith uterine brother of Ms. Salomon. On knowing this fact the Trumper’s rescinds the employment contract with both Mr. Smith and Ms. Salomon on 15th of November, 2017. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meanwhile, Mrs. Salomon along with some other employees of the bank had filed a Writ petition before the High Court of Chelsea on 20th November, 2017 against the Trumper’s Co-operative Bank and Mr. Daniel. The Contention of the petition in Ms. Rebecca Salomon vs. The Trumper’s was that the tapping of her cell phone and the hacking of her mail-id amounted to the violation of  Right to Privacy of the petitioners. The contention on the part of the Defendants was that such step was first in the history of Trumper’s and they did believe in Right to Privacy. However, Trumper’s took the step in order to find out the truth and to ensure that unethical behaviours would not be entertained in Trumper’s.
Mr. Smith, aggrieved by the decision of Trumper’s, filed a civil suit before the Civil court of Chelsea on 17th November, 2017 stating that Trumper’s decision is arbitrary and he has not been given any chance to defend his position. The lower court has decided in favour of Trumper’s observing that in any circumstances an employee should not hide important details from his/her employer. It was also observed that not disclosing important details to the employer also amounts to cheating under Section 420 of Indian penal Code, 1860.
 Aggrieved by the decision of the lower court Mr. Smith has filed a Writ petition i.e. Mr. Hamilton Smith vs. The Trumper’s before the High Court of Chelsea on 23rd of December, 2017 contending that the rescission of employment contract was not fair on the part of the employer.
Considering the issues involved in Ms. Rebecca Salomon vs. The Trumper’s and Mr. Hamilton Smith vs. The Trumper’s the Supreme Court decides to club both the petitions under the Supreme Court Rules, 2013 and has fixed a date on 24th and 25th March, 2018.
The Laws of Chelsea Terrace are Pari Materia to laws of India. Mr. Hamilton Smith and Ms. Salomon both are Hindus by religion and uterine siblings.


REGISTRATION FORM
Name and Address of the Institution:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Contact No.: _______________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Id: __________________________________________________________________
Details of the Participants:
	PARTICIPANTS
	NAME
	GENDER
	MOBILE NO.
	SIGNATURE
	PHOTOGRAPH

	SPEAKER 1
	
	
	
	
	

	SPEAKER 2
	
	
	
	
	

	RESEARCHER
	
	
	
	
	




Date-____________________                                                Signature and Seal of the Head of Institution.
(Team needs to attach the scanned copy of the Registration form while registering provisionally via e-mail to nbu.moot@gmail.com . Each team needs to carry the hard copy of the same at the time of reporting during competition. Registration fee has to be paid on the spot during spot registration.)
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