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BACKGROUND NOTE
ABOUT THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES

The National University of Advanced Legal Studies, (NUALS) was established by Act 27 of 2005 of the Kerala State Legislature.   Prof.  (Dr.)  Rose Varghese is the present Vice Chancellor of the University. Ever since its inception, a strong commitment to excellence in teaching and research has made the NUALS a path-setter for several other Universities. One of the core strengths of NUALS has been human resource training. NUALS offers five year integrated BA. LL. B (Hons.), One year LL.M. programme and Ph.D. Being at the helm of legal education for over a decade, NUALS has ventured in advanced  legal  research  and training  by  offering  a  plethora  of  Post  Graduate  Diploma  courses.  NUALS  is  located  in Cochin, the industrial hub of Kerala and one of the most industrially significant locations in South  India,  making  it  ideal  to  act  as  a  liaison  between  the  scientific  and  research communities,  prominent  industries  as  well  as  educational  institutions  in  developing  a nationally significant law database and platform for action. NUALS  has  undertaken  several  initiatives  to  bring  legal  radiance  to  the  masses  like conducting legal awareness classes, surveys, legal aid camps with active participation from the  State  Legal  Services  Authority  (KELSA).  Also, the  University  has  established  many Centres of study and research to make the study of law relevant to social needs and encourage focused research.

ABOUT THE ORGANIZERS

CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (CHR)
 Human Rights is one of the most debated and ironically enough, largely neglected aspects that falls under the purview of law.  The  establishment  of  the  Centre  for  Human  Rights  at  NUALS was done with the goal to stimulate discussions on the concept of human rights and how the law can be used in the service of human rights.  The Centre aspires to organize its efforts to develop a culture of human rights through its various legal initiatives. The Centre works  to  bridge  the  knowledge  in  legal,  social  and  cultural  realms  that  impede  the achievement of greater human rights compliance.

CENTRE FOR HEALTH LAW AND POLICY (CHLP)
The Centre for Health Law and Policy is an interdisciplinary centre and it aims to encourage, promote  and  support  innovative  scholarship  including  teaching,  research,  consultancy  and advocacy  in  areas  of  health  care  law.  The  activities  of  the  Centre  includes  fostering collaborative  links  across  institutions  and  fields  related  to  health  law,  alliance  with professional  associations  and  bodies  engaged  in  promotion  of  health  of  people,  undertake research  projects  on  various  issues  coming  under  health  law  and  policy,  organize  training programme for targeted groups, sponsoring conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures and other similar activities, arranging visits of distinguished scholars from India and abroad. 

CENTRE FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS (CIPR)
Realizing  the  importance  of  IPR,  the  Centre  for  Intellectual  Property  Rights (CIPR)  was established  to  promote  Intellectual  Property  awareness  in  the  society,  and  to  encourage research in the emerging arena of Intellectual property. The twin primary goals  of the Centre are to enhance research and expertise pro-actively in novel and emerging fields of intellectual property  law, as well as  to  become a source of information and expertise on the subject to stakeholders  such  as  inventors,  research  institutions,  universities,  industries  as  well  as intellectual property practitioners, policy-makers and regulators.

OUR INITIATIVE
The Centre for Health Law and  Policy (CHLP), Centre for Human Rights (CHR) and Centre for  Intellectual  Property  Rights  (CIPR)  have  always  collaborated  to  reconnoiter  potential inter-linkages between their specific  domains of knowledge and had successfully organized in its first  International Seminar on Health,  Human rights and Intellectual Property Rights, Theme 2015: Access to Medicine and Novel Medical Technologies and in its Second International Seminar Theme 2016: Traditional Knowledge.

First International Seminar on Health, Human Rights &
 Intellectual Property Rights
The  very  successful  International  Seminar  on  Health,  Human  rights  and  Intellectual Property  Rights, Theme: Access to Medicine and Novel Medical Technologies was  held  on 17th-18th of August, 2015.    Many eminent scholars of international and national repute were key speakers at this event. Prestigious members  of the academia Dr. Calvin Ho, Faculty at the  Centre  for  Biomedical  Ethics  in  the  National  University  of  Singapore  and  WHO Consultant,  Dr. Unni Karunakara,  former  International  President  (2010-2013)  of  Médecins Sans Frontières  (MSF), Dr. Vesselin Popovski,  member of the Academic Council of United Nations System (ACUNS) and former Senior Academic Programme Officer, United Nations University,  Tokyo,  Dr. Thomas  Scharff,  Faculty,  University  of  Darmstadt,   Leena Menghaney,  South  Asia  Head  of  the  MSF  Access  to  Medicines  Campaign,  Dr. Bismi Gopalakrishnan , Director, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Chair (Centre for Human Rights and Social Justice), Department of Law and Assistant Director, Centre for Global Academics, University of Kerala,  Dr. Habib Hasan , faculty at the Public Health Foundation of  India  and Aashna Mehta,  Research  Associate  with  the  Public  Health  Foundation  of  India  made  the  event  an intellectually  stimulating  and  memorable  one  with  their  presence   and  substantial contributions. 
The sessions of the International Seminar straddled a wide range of issues beginning with the niche  area  of  access  to  medicines  and  extending  to  fundamental  problems  with  the  global health  care  system  itself,  with  technical  sessions  highlighting  various  national  rights.  Our mission was broad and inquisitive in  nature.  There  were  26  scholarly  presentations  from different  Colleges  and  Universities  across  India.  The discussions and deliberations were engaging and the level of interdisciplinary exchange was intense and thought-provoking and laid down important lines of inquiry for future research and deliberations.  
The Second International Seminar on Health, Human Rights & Intellectual Property Rights
The Second International Seminar on Health, Human Rights and IPR Perspectives Theme 2016: Traditional Knowledge was held on 21st to 23rd October, 2016. The seminar aimed to explore the present framework regarding tradition knowledge and to highlight the possibilities of synergies and exchanges between traditional knowledge, human rights and health from an interdisciplinary perspective.
The programme witnessed the participation of around 47 delegates representing colleges all over the country. The seminar was inaugurated by Justice Kemal Pasha, Judge, High Court of Kerala and he addressed the gathering highlighting the importance of traditional knowledge, its historical evolution and its application to our day today lives. The Presidential Address was delivered by Dr .N. K Jayakumar, ICCSR National Fellow & Former Vice Chancellor, NUALS.
The Core session of the seminar focussed on ‘Sum and Substance of Traditional Knowledge’ addressed by Dr. Carlos Correa, Director of the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies on Industrial Property and Economics Law (CEIDIE), University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, & Dr. Ghazala Javed, Ministry of Ayush, chaired the session. There were six technical sessions covering various issues connected with protection of traditional knowledge. The panel of resource persons included Dr. R.V. Varma, Former Chairman, Kerala State Biodiversity Board, R.S. Praveen Raj, Sr. Scientist, CSIR-NIIST, Dr. Ghazala Javed, Ministry of Ayush, Adv. Binoy Kadavan, Advocate, High Court of Kerala, Mr .Mwania Kioko Nzuki, Member, Kenya National Science, Technology and Innovation Awards Committee, Dr. Roshan Yederry, National Innovation Foundation, India, Dr. Bismi Gopalakrishnan, Head, Department of Law, University of Kerala & Dean, Faculty of Law, M. G. University, Kottayam, Dr. T. Thirunarayanan, Centre for Traditional Medicine & Research , Chennai as well as other luminaries in the field.


The Third International Seminar on Health, Human Rights & Intellectual Property Rights
Following  its  success  in  2015 and 2016, CHLP,  CHR and CIPR, under  the  aegis  of  NUALS  is holding its  annual  International Seminar  with the central theme  “Access to Information and Communication Technologies” on the Health, Human Rights and IPR perspectives.
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