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Difficult Dialogues 2020

14th- 16th February 2020
The International Centre Goa & Goa University


Difficult Dialogues – one of India’s leading Annual Summits, is an annual 3-day forum that is organised in Goa. It is based on themes of contemporary relevance in South Asia, with a defined focus every year. This - the fifth edition will focus on ‘State of the Law’ and it will be held from 14th- 16th February 2020 at The International Centre Goa & Goa University.  

The forum will host twelve panel discussions and talks by national and international people from different walks of life. These would include Supreme Court Judges, High Court Judges, Retired Judges and CJI, Chancellor/ Vice-Chancellors of International and National Universities, Deans and Directors of organizations, firms, universities, prominent lawyers, students from different cities in India and people of eminence. The talks will be by Massimilano Mazzotta, Reporter & Artistic Director of LIFE AFTER OIL International Film Festival and Maria Luisa Mastrogiovanni, Founder and Director, Il Tacco d’Italia

Difficult Dialogues (DD) is based on themes of contemporary relevance in South Asia, with a defined focus every year. The Forum has successfully completed four annual chapters focusing on diverse yet related themes such as Global Finance and Civil Society (in 2016), Health (in 2017), Gender Equality (in 2018) and Education (2019). 
Each topic examined is approached from a broad-based perspective with the belief that social change is possible only by initiating a dialogue among different stakeholders of society. The dialogues are inclusive of the policies and laws related to the theme. The shared experiences of cross-sectoral stakeholders and audiences contribute to the process of building recommendations for influencing policy change and creating awareness. Recommendation papers are also published across partner websites and forums for public reference and policy influence. 
Daring Debates, which is also a part of Difficult Dialogues, is a one-of-a-kind debate series with an initiative to promote students’ participation in the overall process of policy ideation and formation and to ensure that their opinions reach various stakeholders in the gamut. 




Difficult Dialogues 2020 
State of the Law
14th- 16th February 2020
The International Centre Goa & Goa University

Topics

1. ACCOUNTABILITY V/S INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY: IS THE BALANCE RIGHT? 
Chair: Prof. (Dr.) C Raj Kumar, Vice-Chancellor, O.P. Jindal Global University 
Speakers:
· Prof. M.P. Singh, Research Professor of Law, Distinguished Scholar in Public Law and Comparative Law, Jindal Global Law School
· Prof. (Dr.) Kamala Shankaran, Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu National Law School
· Dr Alexander Cristoph Fischer, Associate Professor, Jindal Global Law School, JGU
· Prof. Khagesh Gautam, Associate Professor, Jindal Global Law School, JGU

2. REFORMS IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: WHAT CAN HELP?
Chair: Prof. Sudarshan R., Professor and Dean, Jindal School of Government and Public Policy
Speakers:
· Advocate Tanveer Ahmed Mir, Founder Partner, Lex Alliance
· Enakshi Ganguly, Co-Founder and Adviser at HAQ: Centre for Child Rights
· Professor Dipika Jain, Vice Dean (Research), Jindal Global Law School
· Professor S Mercy Deborah, Assistant Professor, Jindal Global Law School
· Professor (Dr.) SG Sreejith, Professor and Vice Dean, Jindal Global Law School, O.P. Jindal Global University

3. AFTER THE AADHAR JUDGMENT: DO INDIVIDUALS HAVE THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY? Moderator: Nupur Chowdhury, CSLG, JNU
Speakers:
· Advocate Shyam Divan, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India
· Dr Usha Ramanathan, Independent Policy Researcher
· Dr Arghya Sengupta, Research Director, VIDHI
· Professor M. Sridhar Acharyulu, Former Central Information Commissioner

4. GENDER, LEGAL PROFESSION and the COURTS: IS THERE A BACKLASH? 
Moderator: Dr Pratiksha Baxi, Associate Professor, CSLG, JNU
[image: ]Speakers:
· Advocate Vrinda Grover, Advocate, High Court of Delhi
· Justice Sujata Manohar, Retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India, Mumbai
· Professor Linda Mulcahy, Professor of Socio-legal Studies and the Director of the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, Oxford University

5. DEMOCRACY AND THE RULE OF LAW 
Moderator: Tarun Nangia
Speakers:
· Dr Pinky Anand, Conference Chair and Additional Solicitor General of India
· Dr Sudhanshu Trivedi
· Judge Thomas Edward Mueller

6. DISCRIMINATION LAW AND MINORITIES: IS JUSTICE DONE? 
Moderator: Asst. Professor Ghazala Jamil, CSLG, JNU
Speakers:
· Manisha Sethi, Associate Professor, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
· Farah Naqvi, Journalist.
· Manoj Mitta, Journalist.

7. LAW & TECHNOLOGY (CYBERSECURITY, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, DATA ANALYTICS): WHAT’S THE FUTURE
Moderator: Dr Paul Flather, Fellow at Mansfield College, Oxford University
Speakers:
· Ben Tucker, Partner at Minerva.
· Latha Reddy (TBC)
· Prof Venkatesh Iyer, Barrister & Academician (at Ulster University) in Ireland
· Dr Urvashi Aneja, Director at Tandem Research

8. LAWS RELATED TO CHILDREN- ARE THEY REALLY IN FAVOR? (by CHETNA & HCL) 
Moderator: Sanjay Gupta, Director, CHETNA
Speakers:
· Arun Pandey, Founding Member, Arz
· Namrata Sinha, Deputy Manager – Education, HCL Foundation
· Nidhi Pundhir- Director, HCL Foundation
· Syed Rizwan Ali, State Coordinator & Nodal Officer, State Resource Cell, UP Dept of Labour

9. GOA AND THE LAW: WHAT LESSONS CAN WE LEARN? 
Moderator: Dr M.R.K. Prasad, Dean Salgaocar Law College, Goa
Speakers:
· [image: ]Advocate. Dr Elgar Noronha, Practicing Advocate, Visiting Faculty of Law
· Adv. Cleofato Coutinho: Practicing Advocate, Visiting Faculty of Law, Former member of Law
· Adv. Emedio Pinho: In-charge / Coordinator of Victim Assistance Unit & One Stop Centre, Goa for the State of Goa.
· Desmond D’ Costa: Former District and Session Court (The first person to be designated as a Judge of Children's Court, Goa).

10. FREE SPEECH, CENSORSHIP & THE MEDIA: DOES LAW IMPEDE FREEDOM OF SPEECH?
Moderator: Anurag Batra, Chairperson, Business World
Speakers:
· Advocate Geeta Luthra, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India
· Hon’ble Sh. Arif Mohammed Khan, Governor of Goa
· Justice Mahesh S Sonak, Goa High Court

11. MAKING ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS EFFECTIVE: HOW TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABILITY? Chair: Prof. (Dr.) Armin Rosencranz, Professor and Dean, Jindal School of Environment and Sustainability
Speakers:
· Advocate Sudhir Mishra, Advocate Supreme Court of India and Founder and Managing Partner of Trust Legal Advocates and Consultants
· Dr Naresh Singh, Honorary Visiting Professor, School of Government and Public Policy, JGU and Senior Associate Research Fellow, Middle East Research Institute (Iraq)
· Moulika Arabhi, Advisor at Centre for Environmental Law, WWF India
· Prof. (Dr) Cosmin I. Corendea, Associate Professor, Jindal School of Environment and Sustainability
· Prof. (Dr.) Tony George Puthucherril, Associate Professor, Jindal School of Environment and Sustainability, JGU

12. Free legal aid services for women and children in India: Opportunities and Challenges (by PLAN)

13. TALK 2020: ‘Above The Law’
· Massimilano Mazzotta, Reporter & Artistic Director of LIFE AFTER OIL International Film Festival
· Maria Luisa Mastrogiovanni, Founder and Director, Il Tacco d’Italia
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